LORD RIPONPS SCHEME
which these objects were to be carried out was provided by the creation of local boards for rural areas and municipal boards for the larger towns, with an assured preponderance of non - official members, elected by popular vote wherever the local circumstances admitted of the principle of popular election. Government control, it was laid down, was to be from without rather than from within, and the chairmen of the boards were accordingly to be non - official. The rural boards were to be for small areas about the fifth or sixth part of a district on the average; and there was to be in each district a district board exercising authority over the local boards and co-ordinating their action.
The result of these comprehensive proposals was that all the principal towns of India were granted municipal constitutions, in which the elected members usually preponderated, though room was found for some members nominated by Government, and a few ex qffido members. The franchise of the different municipalities varied very widely, and was fixed according to local circumstances, often under bye-laws drawn up by the municipalities and sanctioned by the Government. The constitutions and the numbers of these municipalities have varied little since then, except in regard to two important points presently to be noticed, though a vast amount of progress has been made in those twenty-four years in grappling with the details, intricacies, and pitfalls of local